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(57) Abstract: A formaldehyde sterilizer 
comprising, inside a housing (10), a 
formaldehyde gas generator (36), a humidity 
controller (32) for controlling the humidity 
of formaldehyde gas, a temperature controller 
(34) for controlling temperature, a gas earner 
for introducing the formaldehyde gas into 
a space to be sterilized, an exhaust gas 
treating unit (46) for treating exhaust g^ 
from the space, and a gas exhausting unit 
for exhausting the exhaust gas, the stenlizer 
further having a controller (24) for controlling 
the formaldehyde gas generator, the humidity 
controller, the temperature controller, the 
gas carrier, and the exhaust gas treating unit 
respectively, and for controlling respectively 
the concentration, humidity and temperature 
of the formaldehyde inside the space to be 
sterilized to at least 160 ppm, 50 to 90 RH%, 
and 20 to 40 **C. 
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I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally flled 

, {lied with the demand 



. filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



» ^ originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Anicle 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the lener of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence lisfiing part of the description: 

pages 

pages ■ 

pages ^ ■ 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



3. 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language ; which is: 

I I the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of intemalional search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the intcnmaiional application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

fumished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

~1 fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fonn. 
~] The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing docs not go beyond the dislclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequ^ce listing has 
been furnished. 
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□ 
□ 



4. 



□ 
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The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I r ihe claims. Nob. . 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



I — I This report has been established as if (some oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered lo go 
^' I — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacemeni sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 

and 70.17). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 
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NO 
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NO 
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2. Citations and explanations 
Documents: 

1. JP. 1 1-226094, A (Feather Glass K.K.), 24 August, 1999 (24.08.99) 

2. JP, 9-266944, A (Minoru Takahashi), 14 October, 1997 (14.10.97) 

Explanation: 

Claims 1-5 ^ r u 

The subject matters of claims 1-5 appear to be novel since they are not disclosed in any of the 
documents cited in the ISR, but do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of document 1 cited in 

thelSR- ' J r • 

As insisted by the applicant in the written reply, document I describes a method of stenlizing an 
enclosed space using a formaldehyde generator installed in the space, but does not describe a method of 
sterilizing the enclosed space using a formaldehyde generator installed outside the space. However, in 
this technical field, in the sterilization of an enclosed space using a sterilizing gas, (I) nriethods of 
installing a sterilizing gas generator in an enclosed space and (2) methods of installing a sterilizing gas 
generator outside an enclosed space and introducing the sterilizing gas into the enclosed space through a 
gas carrier [if necessary, see JP. 7-184982, A (Mercian Corp.). 25 July. 1995 (25.07,95), JP. 6-296665, A 
(Taisei Corp.), 25 October, 1994 (25.10.94), JP, 58-19260, A (OY Santasalo Sohlberg AB), 4 February. 
1983 (04.02.83)] are well known. So, a person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of the 
constitution, in which (1) the formaldehyde generator installed in an enclosed space described in 
document 1 is installed outside the enclosed space and (2) the formaldehyde is introduced into the 
enclosed space by means of a gas carrier. Furthermore, adjusting the pressure in the enclosed space is a 
mere matter of practice performed by a person skilled in the art yhen the enclosed space is sterilized. 
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10, Kojimachi 1-chonne 
Chiyoda-ku 
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JAPON 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
19 April 2001 (19.04.01) 




Applicant's or agenfs file reference 
FOP-408 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
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International filing date (day/month/year) 

06 October 2000 (06.10.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

08 October 1999 (08.10.99) 


Applicant 

BIO MEDIA CO., LTD. et al 



1. Notice is hereby given that the international Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

AU,KP,KR,US 



In accordance with Rule 47.1(c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office{s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 

AE,AG,AL,AM,AP,AT,AZ,BA,BB,BG,BR,BY,BZ,CA,CH,CN,CR,CU,CZ,DE,DK,DM,DZ,EA,EE,EP,ES, 

FI,GB,GD,GE,GH,GM,HR,HUJD,ILJNJS,JP,KE,KG,KZ,LC,LK,LR,LS,LT,LU,LV,MA,MD,MG,MK, 

MN,MW,MX,MZ,NO,NZ,OA,PL,PT.RO,RU,SD,SE,SG,SI,SICSL,TJ,TM,TR,TT,TZ,UA,UG,UZ,VN,YU, 
The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1(a-bis}). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
19 April 2001 (19.04.01) under No. WO 01/26697 

REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER 11 (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later rn some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 1 9-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter 11 has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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International application No. 
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International filing date (day/month/year) 
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International publication date (day/month/year) 
Not yet published 
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Applicant 

BIO MEDIA CO., LTD. etal 



1. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt (except where the letters "NR" appear in the right-hand colunnn) by the 
International Bureau of the priority document(s) relating to the earlier application(s) indicated below. Unless otherwise 
indicated by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt or by the letters "NR", in the right-hand column, the priority 
docurnent concerned was submitted or transmitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 17.1 (a) or (b). 

2. This updates and replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority documents. 

3. An asterlsk(*) appearing next to a date of receipt, in the right-hand column, denotes a priority document submitted 
or transmitted to the International Bureau but not in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). fn such a case, the attention 
of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim 
concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document 
within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

4. The letters "NR" appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority document which was not received by the International 
Bureau or which the applicant did not request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau, 

as provided by Rule 17.1 (a) or (b), respectively. In such a case, the attention of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which 
provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, 
upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is reasonable under the 
circumstances. 
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